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This is Cecil County's annual report on water quality in
accordance with the 1996 Safe Drinking Water Act. The
data in this report are the result of drinking water quality
testing performed in 2008.
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About this Report...

We are once again proud to present to you our annual drinking water qual-
ity report. This Report is for the period of January 1, 2008 through Decem-
ber 31, 2008 (exceptwhere noted) for the Meadowview/Highlands p ublic
water system. Under the “Consumer Confidence Reporting Rule” of the
Federal Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), community water systems are
required to report this water quality infomation to the consuming public.
Presented in this report is information regarding the source of our water,
its constituents and health risks associated with any contaminants detected
in quantities exceeding a drinking water regulatory maximum contaminant
level (MCL), action level (AL), or treatment techniques (TT).

Spanish (Espanol)
Este informe contiene informacion muy importante sobre la calidad de su
agua beber. Traduscalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien.

Your Water is Safel

As you cansee by the Tablesand information in this Report, the drinking
water provided to you met all drinking water health standards for the cal-
endaryear 2008. We have leamed through our extensive monitoring and
testing that some contaminants have been detected, but the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has confirmedthat YOUR W ATER | S SAFEAT
THESE LEVELS , once again.

Cecil County Department of Public Works analyzes the water for more than
80 contaminants and of the few contaminants that were found all were well
below EPA's MCLs. The MCLs were established by the U.S. Congress in the
SDWA of 1974 and its revisions in 1986 and 1996. Testingis performed
by Cecil County on a daily basis at the treatment plant and the County
performs additional testing to the water that is distributed throughout the
System.

These standards and other drinking water regulations are constantly re-
viewed by the EPA and, if needed, revised to reflectthe latest medical re -
search. In our State, the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)
enforces and oversees these standards and regulations.

The County continues to make improvements to your water system to en-
sure the quality of water is at its highest.

Where Does Our Drinking Water
Come From?

The drinking water for the Meadowview/Highlands System is drawn and
distributed from two wells, which are each drilled deep below the earth’s
surface into the underground aquifer known as The P atuxent Formation.
The water is treated with sodium hypochlorite as a precautionary disinfec-
tion agent prior to entering the water distribution system as wellas soda
ash for pH control.

In addition, the County purchases water from United Water Delaware,
which operates a surface-water plant in Stanton, Delaware. The Stan-
ton Water Treatment Plant drains in source water from the White and Red
Clay Creek, and its primary disinfection process is sodium hypochlorite and
chlorine. A completecopy of the 2008 W ater Quality Report from United
Water Delaware can be obtained at: http://www.unite dwater.com/uwde/
wirsupply.com.
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Substances that May
be in Drinking Water

The sources of drinking water (both tap wa-
ter and bottled water) include rivers, lakes,
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and
wells. As water travels over the surface of
the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and radioactive
material, and can pick up substances result-
ing from the presence of animal or human
activity. Contaminants that may be present
in the source waters include:

(i} Microbial contaminants, such as vi-
ruses and bacteria, which may come
from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, agricultural livestock opera-
tions, and wildlife.

(ii} Inorganic contaminants, such as
salts and metals, which can be
naturally occurring or result from
urban storm water runoff, industrial
or domestic wastewater discharges, oil
and gas production, mining, or
farming.

(iily Pesticides and herbicides,
which may come from a variety of
sources such as agriculture, urban
stormwater runoff, and residential
uses.

{iv) Organicchemical contaminants,
including synthetic and volatile
organic chemicals, which are by-
products of industrial processes and
petroleum production, and can also
come from gas stations, urban storm-
water runoff, and septic systems.

(v} Radioactive contaminants,
which can be naturally occurring or
be the result of oil and gas production
and mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to

drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit

the amount of certain contaminants in water
provided by public water systems. Food

and Drug Administration regulations e stablish limits for contaminants in
bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health.

Consumers should be aware that drinking water, including bottled water,
may reasonably be expected to contain at least trace amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indi-
cate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants
and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Important Health Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking wa-
ter than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as
persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have under-
gone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infec-
tions. Thesepeople should seek advice about their drinking water from
their health care providers. The EPA/Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by (Qypto-
sporidium) and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

How Can Lead Exposure be
Reduced?

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, es-
pecially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water
is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines
and home plumbing. Cecil County is responsible for providing high quality
drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumb-
ing components. When yourwater has been sitting for several hours, you
can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushingyour tap for 15

to 30 seconds or until in becomescold or reaches a steady temperature
before using water for drinking or cooking. Ifyouare concerned about
lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information
on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to
minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking W ater H otline
or at hitp://www.epa.gov/safewater/lea d.
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Meadowview/Highlands Water Quality Data

The table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected in the drinking water distribution system
during calendar year 2008 or, in some cases, during the most recent sampling period. Although all of the substances we
detected are under the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL), as shown on the table below, we feel it is important that you
know what was detected and how much was present. Weroutinely monitorfor a numberof contaminantsin the water
supply to meet regulatory drinking water compliance requirements. The presence of contaminants in the water does not
necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. The EPA or the Sate requires us to monitor for certain contaminants
less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently. In these cases, the
most recent sample data are included along with the yearin which the sample was taken.

Contaminants Detected in Meadowview/Hi ghlands Drinking Water During Calendar Year 2008

Discnarge of driting wastes, wscharge
from metal refineries;erosion of natural
deposiis

Erosion of natural deposits; runoff from
fertifizer use

which promotes strong teeth; discharge
from fertiiizer and aluminum factories

Coay dinating o

Cecay of natural and man-

* Results are from the 2006 monitoring year, which is the most recent samplingcompleted in accordance with MDE by EPA regulations.

* Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 100 ppmis a healthrisk for infantsof less than six months of age. High nitrate levels in drinking water can cause blue-
baby syndrome. Nitrate levels may risk quickly for short periods of time because of rainfallor agricultural activity. If you are caring for an infant, you should ask
advice from your health care provider.

? Results are from the 2007 monitoring year, which is the most recent samplingcompleted in-accordance with MDE by EPA regulations.

* Results are from the 2005 monitoring year, which is the most recent samplingcompleted in accordance with MDE by EPA regulations.

* The MCL for the Beta particles is written as 4 mrem/year. EPA considers 50 pCi/Lto bethe level of concem for Beta particles. Results are an average from the
data detected.

@W  This newsletter is printed

" on recycled paper using
soy-based inks.
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Source Water
Assessment

The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)
conducted and completed a source water assessment
for community water systems, including yours, several
years ago.

Components of the assessment included (1) delin-
eation of areas that contribute to each water source,
(2) identificationof potential sources of contamination
within the areas, and (3) determination of the suscep-
tibility at each water supply to contamination.

In general, contamination of water supplies can come
from several natural and man-madesources. As water
travels overthe surface of theland it dissolves naturally
occurring minerals, and, in somecases, radioactive ma-
terial, and can pick up substances resulting from the
presence of animal or human activity.

Copies of this assessment may be obtained by con-
tacting the Water Supply Program at MDE located at
1800 Washington Blvd, Baltimore, Maryland 21230,
(410) 537-3702. For more information on the Mary-
land Source Water Protection Program see ww w.mde.
state.md.us/ Prog rams/WaterProgra ms/ Water_
Supply/ sourcewat erassessment.
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Protecting Your Drinking Water
Supply!

Ongoing System Improvements

The Cecil County Department of Public Works Water and Wastewater Divi-
sion is continually upgrading its treatment and distribution systems to im-
prove water quality. Itis our goalto provide our customers with a safeand .
reliable source of water which continues to meet state and federal quality &
requirements. .

i

Water Conservation Tips - Every Drop Counts!

To help you and your family, here are a number of ways that you can con-
serve water. You can reduce your water use by 20-70 percent by install-
ing more water-efficientfixturesin your home!

Additional water conservation information can be found at www.epa.
gov/ safewater/ pu blicoutreach/index.htmi.

° Check faucets and leaky toilets and do not use the toilet for trash
disposal;

° Tum off the water while you brush your teeth and take shorter
showers;

o Run your washing machine and dishwasher only when they are full;

° Fill a container with water and put it in the fridge, rather than run-
ning the water to cool it off.

Get Involved

Your drinking water system may be a target for people intent on disrupting
and causing harm to your community water supply.

Because utilities are often located in isolated areas, your drinking water
system may cover large areas that are difficultto secure and patrol. Resi-
dents can help by monitoring and reporting any suspicious activity in and
around their water utility. Report any suspiciousactivity or vandal -
ism immediately to 911.

Examples of suspicious activity might include the following:

° People dumping or discharging material into a reservoir, river, or
stream;

° An unidentified vehicle parked near water supply facilities;

° Suspicious opening or tampering with manhole covers, buildings,
hydrants, or equipment;

° People climbing on top of water tanks;

° People photographing or videotaping utility facilities, structures or
equipment;

° Unidentified people loitering around locked gates, doors, or entranc-
es to water supply facilities;

° People other than fire companies and water utility staff connected to
hydrants.
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if you have guestions about this report or
for more information about your drinking
water..

The point of contact for your water system for
water quality information is Wiliam K.Ow-
ens, Manager of Water and Wastewater,
410-8986-6260. More information  about
contaminants and potential health effects can
be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drink-
ing Water Hotline (800-426-4781) oron
EPA’s web site at http://www.epa.g ov/
safewater/ index. html.
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